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Critical Funding for Teen Pregnancy Prevention Has Been Cut Amid Fiscal Crisis

[City, State, Date] – Funding for three vital teen pregnancy prevention programs have been slashed due to California’s budget cuts. After a 15-year decline in teen birth rates, the trend is changing and California’s taxpayers will be the ones who will carry the brunt of the cost. 
According to the No Time for Complacency: Teen Birth in California report released this year, California is already experiencing an increase in teen birth rates due to earlier program cuts and an increase in raw numbers of teens in the state. In 2006 teen births cost California taxpayers $1.7 billion a year—approximately $29 million per county. That means each taxpayer pays about $2,493 for every teen birth in welfare costs, medical care, and other related expenditures. The prevention programs that were cut have been shown to be effective in reducing teen birth rates, and are estimated to save taxpayers three-fourths of the cost of a teen birth. For every $1 spent on teen pregnancy prevention programs, taxpayers save $4, according to the study. That means that cutting these programs is actually increasing taxpayer and government costs, rather than reducing them.
[Insert quote containing local data. You can figure out the cost to your county or region using the formula in No Time for Complacency, which can be found on the TeenNOW California site.]
Two programs, TeenSMART Outreach (TSO) and the Male Involvement Program (MIP) have been completely cut from the budget, and funding for the Information and Education Program (I & E) has been drastically reduced. These programs are a key component in reducing teen and unintended pregnancies, promoting responsible parenting, and helping adolescents make “smart” decisions related to their sexual behavior and birth control. Program staff works with youth throughout the state to teach good decision-making skills, comprehensive sex education, and the consequences of unprotected sex. They provide teens with much-needed structured activities, after-school programs, youth leadership opportunities, and information to help them make the right choices for their future.
[Insert local information about your programs and services. Include not just one agency, but if possible, a list of all the programs in your area that are affected. Give concrete examples of how the community will be impacted.]

Although California’s teen birth rate is lower than the United States and substantially lower than the rate for the demographically comparable states such as Texas, the rates for California and the United States are four times higher than the median teen birth rate of other Western democracies, according to the report. In the 1990s, before the programs that have been cut were started, the teen birth rate in California was among the highest in the nation.
(Insert local data and/or anecdotes about teens or people that your organization has helped; how teen births are affecting your local area, how it’s costing taxpayers locally)
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