****Remember this is only a template. Writing letters in your OWN WORDS is much more powerful, so please make some changes, add your personal stories, and send a letter to all your representatives!***

[your name]
[your address]
[Name of legislator
[Address of Recipient (legislator)]

[Date]
Dear Governor/Assembly member/ Congressman/Woman/Senator;

It was with great alarm that I read about the drastic cuts to teen pregnancy prevention programs in California in the newly signed budget. As one of your constituents, I am concerned about the societal and human cost of teen pregnancy in our county. The Male Involvement Program (MIP), TeenSmart Outreach program (TSO) and Information and Education program (I&E) are all critical components of the groundbreaking work that California has done over the past decade in teen pregnancy prevention, and have been instrumental in bringing the teen birth rate in California down to its current low level. Eliminating MIP and TSO programs and reducing I&E will not only undercut the gains we have made, but will cause a reversal in the downward trend in teen births and cost taxpayers far more money than we will have saved by cutting those programs.
Teen pregnancy prevention efforts in California have successfully provided asset development youth-based strategies that have been responsible for a downward trend in the teen birth rates throughout California saving taxpayers billions of dollars each year. Each of the programs that are being cut have provided unique services to youth in our state, from programs specifically targeting males that have been proven to be highly effective, to in-class sex education that is often not covered at all in schools except for these valuable programs. TSO programs provide outreach and education to young people throughout our communities, teaching them about health services and educating them on safer choices. Because of the innovative and proven effectiveness of our programs, California’s teen pregnancy prevention efforts have been the envy of the nation, and were responsible for the fact that the state saw one of the greatest reductions in teen birth rates in the nation between the early 90s and 2004.

Our prevention programs have already seen cuts over the last two years, and the results have already made themselves abundantly clear: the cost of teen births in California to taxpayers has increased from a low of $1.45 billion in 2002 to more than $1.7 billion in 2006—and those cuts did not eliminate programs, only reduced funding to them. In addition to the impact of cuts to teen pregnancy prevention programs, the rise in costs are due to inflation and the increase in sheer numbers of teens in California. These rates will only continue to rise, as will taxpayer costs, if the cuts to MIP, TSO and I&E programs is allowed to stand.
I urge you to help us in our fight to reinstate these important programs into the budget. Cutting them not only undercuts our efforts to ensure healthy families throughout the state, but also is incredibly shortsighted in terms of costs to the government and to taxpayers. Every dollar spent on these valuable programs saves four dollars in other costly expenditures, such as MediCal, Cal-Works, and medical care.

Thank you for taking time to review my comments. I am available to answer questions or to provide testimony on these important issues.
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