March 7, 2011

Dear ______________,
URGENT

Stop the Elimination of Cal Learn Funding – Proposed $45 Million Cut
The Cal-Learn Program is in all 58 Counties across California and was designed to support pregnant and parenting teens on CalWORKS to ensure they obtain a high school diploma or its equivalent, to ensure the healthy development of their baby, to prevent additional teen pregnancies, and to break the cycle of welfare dependency.  Saving Cal-Learn will save California millions of dollars! This program is targeted for a $45 million cut in the CalWORKS budget, which will eliminate all supportive services for pregnant and parenting teens and their babies. A cut of this magnitude would dismantle the program and result in dramatic and costly increases in repeat births to adolescents; reductions to young families’ education and economic success; negative health outcomes; and continued poverty and generational welfare dependence. 

The purpose of Cal-Learn is to make sure teen parents get the basic education they need to become self sufficient adults. The lower earnings of high school dropouts cost the state more than $54 billion per year in lost taxable personal income. California high school dropouts on average contribute $252 less per year in state taxes than they would have had they graduated from high school. This lost state tax revenue adds up to $958 million annually. Cal-Learn supportive services provide the safety net and guidance for pregnant and parenting teens to remain in school and to graduate from high school, thus saving this State millions of dollars.
Through a home visitation model, Cal-Learn provides comprehensive and integrated case management services including academic support to ensure graduation from high school or the equivalent and information and education to prevent repeat teen pregnancies.  Last year, Cal-Learn case management services were provided to 21,000 teen moms and dads throughout the State, meaning that more than 40,000 children (teen parents and babies) were positively impacted by Cal-Learn. 
Cal-Learn WORKS! And we can Prove that it Works!

· In 2010, 2,357 pregnant and parenting teens in the Cal-Learn Program graduated with a high school diploma or GED, representing a graduation rate of 72.4%.  This graduation rate far exceeds the 30 percent rate for teens who did not receive such comparable services as cited in the 2003 Adolescent Pregnancy and Childbearing 2003 study in California.  

· 74% of Cal-Learn clients are enrolled in school and 88% report an educational goal of graduating from high school or obtaining a GED. 
· During 2010, of the 7,338 Cal-Learn clients who participated in case management services for a year or longer, the repeat birth rate was only 4.1%, as compared to the National 2008 rate of 20%. (National Vital Statistics Report: Volume 59, Number 1 December, 2010 Births: Final Data for 2008). Reducing the repeat birth rate saves the State millions of dollars!

The legislative mandate to provide supportive services to pregnant and parenting teens in CalWORKS cannot be dismantled. Please make sure that this successful program, that saves MILLIONS down the road, is not cut out completely! THIS PROGRAM MUST BE SUSTAINED!
Sincerely,
